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The Older People’s Council, with the support of the city’s major stakeholders working with the elderly – AgeUK Brighton & Hove, Pensioner Action, CSV and CVSF-FED – are seeking the support and commitment of  Brighton & Hove City Council in making an application to the WHO for Brighton & Hove to become a member of the WHO Age Friendly City Network. This also has the full support of the city Mayor, Councillor Bill Randall.
The Age Friendly City Network was launched in June 2010 in Geneva with New York as the inaugural city. Since then, 17 cities worldwide have joined the network, with Manchester and Dublin the only members, so far, from Great Britain.
Our application will mark the start of a programme designed to build age friendliness and active ageing into Brighton & Hove city policies and so become a city fit for all ages that promotes active ageing and independent living well into old age. 
This requires a commitment to undertake a base line age-friendly status study, then to plan for and commit to improvements over the following 2 - 3 years. We feel that Brighton & Hove already fulfil many of the required criteria and working to improve age friendliness will tie in with the council’s existing sustainable community plans and friendly neighbourhood strategies.

We propose that the council vote to accept our motion to apply to join the age friendly city network and to work with older people groups in the city to include age friendly principles into council policies.

Mike Bojczuk
Secretary
Older People’s Council 
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